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Prayer Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN the FOYER: 
- assistive hearing devices are available (ask an usher) 
- new Christmas Cards from ShareWord (no cost, donations can be made online/mail-in)(Gideons) 
- sign up for Congregation Christmas Dinner 
- sign up for Family Fun Night Contributions 
 

On the Calendar: 
Nov 10 today – Parade Meeting following worship service 
Nov 11 (Mon) – Remembrance Day 
Nov 13 (Wed) @ 7:30am  Men’s Morning Bible Study  
Nov 13 (Wed) @ 7:00pm DFBC Regular Business Meeting 
Nov 16 (Sat) @ 9:00am Men's Prayer Time @ 10 Victoria (K Grant)  
Nov 16 (Sat) – studying the Bible (Young Adults) 
Nov 17 (Sun) – last day to bring shoeboxes to DFBC for Jane to take to Drop Off  
Nov 23 (Sat) @ 1:00-3:00pm "Surviving the Holidays-GriefShare" @ Dryden Full Gospel Church 
Dec 06 (Fri) @ 7:00-8:30pm Family Fun Night (Sign up to make contributions) 
Dec 08 (Sun) following service – Congregation Christmas Dinner 

Nov 10, 2024 
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Pray for these works of the church. 
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That Which Was From The Beginning: John 1:1-4 
Pastor Adam Hall • Dryden First Baptist Church • November 3, 2024    

 

Introduction 
a) a culture of anxiety and depression 
 
 
b) 1 John was written so that believers would have ______ 
 
c) who wrote 1 John 
 
 
d)  the letter of 1 John was written for three main reasons: 

i. to know the _____________and ______________of being a Christian 
ii. so that these Christians would not ____________ 

iii. warning about ____________teachers who were _____________ the message of Jesus 
 
e) written to whom 
 
f) three main parts of John’s introduction of the letter (1 John 1:1-4) 

i. 1:1 – identifies himself as an eye - __________________ to the greatness of Christ  
ii. 1:2-3 – John has seen and ________________ Jesus but he also testifies and proclaims Jesus  

iii. 1:4 – one of the reasons John wrote this book was for the _________________ of joy for all 
Christians  

 
 
1) (1:1) John’s Witness  
(1:1) That which was from the beginning,  
a) similarity between 1 John and John 
 
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
 
b) points to Genesis 
Genesis 1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  
 
c) John confirms Jesus’ eternality and deity 
 
 

i. Jesus says, “I AM” (this is God’s name) 
 
John 8:58 Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am." 
 
 
ii. Jesus speaks truth; religious leaders hear blasphemy 
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John 8:59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.  
 
iii. Jesus says He is, “I am Alpha and Omega” and “the Almighty” 
 
Revelation 1:7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who 
pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. 8 "I am the Alpha 
and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."  

 
- Jesus has always _________________   because Jesus is eternal ________________ 
 
 
which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with 
our hands, concerning the word of life--  
d) John confirms Jesus’ humanity 

i. witness to the incarnation 
 
 
 
John 21:24 This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these 
things, and we know that his testimony is true. 
 
 
Luke 24:39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have 
flesh and bones as you see that I have."  

 
 
- Jesus was not a spirit that only appeared to be human, Jesus was fully God and fully ___________ 
 
ii. perfect Jesus bears the judgement of God for those who trust in Him 

 
 
e) John refers to Jesus as the “Word of Life” 
 
 
John 1:4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  

 
 
 
2) (1:2-3) John’s Preaching  
(1:2) the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal 
life,  
a) Jesus was really alive as a human – “manifest” 
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- Paul uses the word “manifest” to speak about the incarnation of Jesus in 1 Timothy 
1 Timothy 3:16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the flesh, 
vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in 
glory. 

 
b) why it is important to establish that John is a witness 

i. able to refute false teachers 
ii. establishes Jesus; fully God and fully man 

 
c) John proclaims the eternal life that Jesus gives  
 
John 5:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. 
He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.  

 
 
d)  four points that John preaches about life in Christ: 

- you are no longer under the ________________ of God for your sin  
- you have fellowship and union with God  
- you have __________ life, which means you will be with God forever in heaven  
 
which was with the Father and was made manifest to us--  
- Jesus has always been but now Jesus has been made known to us 

 
 
(1:3) that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship 
with us  
e) John is a trustworthy witness of Christ’s humanity  
 
 
f) believers united by faith in Christ -- “koinonia” 
 
 
and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.  
g) knowing Christ leads to fellowship with the Father and the Holy Spirit 
 
 
2 Corinthians 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  

 
 
3) (1:4) John’s Joy  
(1:4) And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.  
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Application  
1) Ponder the Joy in Jesus  
a) Joy is a response of the soul  
- “A Christian should be an 'Alleluia' from head to foot” (Augustine) 
- “The Christian ought to be a living doxology.” (Martin Luther) 
- “Believe not in Jesus, and you will have no joy. Believe little, and you will have little joy. Believe much, and you will 
have much joy. Believe all, and you will have all joy, and your joy will be full.” (Robert Murray M’Cheyne)  
- “Joy is the response of the soul that is rightly related to God through the knowledge of Christ as our Savior and 
Lord.” (Kent Hughes) 

 
b) joy in knowing Jesus 
 
 
John 15:11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.  

 
c) joy in obedience to God  
 
 
d) joy in fellowship with the Holy Spirit  
Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  

 
 
2) Ponder the Life that Jesus Gives   
a) spiritually alive? 
 
 
Ephesians 2:1-3 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience-- 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the 
body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.  

 
 
Ephesians 2:4-5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even 
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-- by grace you have been saved--  

 
b) dead in sin? 
 
 
- Jesus Christ took on human form so that He could go to the cross and bear the punishment of God for 
sinners  
- Jesus Christ died so that lost sinners could have life 
- today, acknowledge your sin and see that you desperately need Jesus Christ and His grace  
- see that your lust, pride, greed, selfishness, and arrogance have been rebellion against God  
- trust in Jesus Christ and His work accomplished for you  
- then you too can have the joy of Christ, the life of Christ and the hope of Christ  
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3) Ponder the Fellowship in Christ  
a) the amazing truth about fellowship with the Lord  
 
 
 
b) now this is something to ponder and to boast about 
 

i. you know the God of the universe? 
ii. are you joyful that you know Jesus who reconciles you to God?  
 
 
Jeremiah 9:23-24 Thus says the LORD: "Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not 
the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 24 but let him who 
boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices 
steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares 
the LORD."   
 
iii.  Christian you are known by God and can know God  

 
- take time to get to know God better every day by being in His Word and communicate often with God 
in prayer 
 
 
4) Proclaim Christ  
a) the apostles did not keep quiet 
 
 
 
b) the great commission 
 
 
 
John 20:21-23 21 Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
even so I am sending you." 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld."  
 
c) we are called to declare the grace of Jesus Christ to a broken world 


