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Prayer Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the FOYER: 
- new “Thrive Magazine” 

- assistive hearing devices are available (ask an usher) 

- last day to drop off jars or envelopes – see Jane if you forgot 😊 

 
 

On the Calendar: 
Nov 9 (today) – Remembrance Day (acknowledgement), Fellowship National Day of Prayer 

Nov 11 (Tues) @ 7:30am Men’s Early Morning Bible Study, Remembrance Day 

Nov 12 (Wed) @ 7:00pm Prayer Meeting and Devotional (open to everyone) 

Nov 15 (Sat) @ 9:00am Men’s Prayer Time  

Nov 15 (Sun) – last day to bring in Samaritan’s Purse Boxes for Jane to deliver to depot 

Nov 21 (Fri) @ 7:00pm Fired Up Friday – meet at DFBC 

 

  November 9, 2025 

, 2025 
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Pray for these works of the church. 
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Smash Your Idols:  1 John 5: 19-21 
Pastor Adam Hall • DFBC • Nov 9, 2025 

 
Introduction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Review 
 
 
- 1 John 5:13, John says that he wrote 1 John so that they might ________ that they have eternal life  
- 1 John 5:14-15, John encourages these Christians to pray according to the will of God 
- if they pray according to the will of God, the Lord will hear their prayers and _____________ them 
 
- in 1 John 5:16, John encourages Christians to pray for the brother in sin so that they can be given life 
and restored to God in repentance and faith  
- in 1 John 5:18, John writes about 3 amazing promises for the Christian  
1) a Christian is ___________ of God; they have a new nature and thus they will not persist in sin  
2) Jesus Christ _____________the Christian in grace  
3) because of the power and protection of Christ, _____________   cannot harm the Christian   
 
1) (5:19) We Know #1 
(5:19) We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 
 
- in 1 John, John uses the phrase “we know”  ____ times  
- John wants to make sure that these Christians have ___________________ and are convinced in 
their new identity in Christ  
 
1 John 3:14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. 
Whoever does not love abides in death.  
1 John 3:16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brothers.  
 
a) we are from God 
- the truth that John wants to affirm to Christians in 1 John 5:19, is that they “are from God” and thus 
they have a new identity in Jesus  
- John is reminding these Christians of their adoption into the family of God  
 
 
 

• Christian, what idols are 

you tempted to serve? 

• What are the idols you 

are serving now? 

• Is there something in 

your life that you are 

putting before Jesus 

Christ? 
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b) we are adopted and are brothers and sisters 
  
Ephesians 2:1-3 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following 
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the 
sons of disobedience-- 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the 
desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.  
 
 
 
- these people have received God’s grace and have been adopted into the family of God  
1 John 3:1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; 
and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  
 
 
c) “the Glorious Exchange” 
 
 
 
- Jesus takes away our sin and gives us His righteousness and we see this taught in 1 John 
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
 all unrighteousness.  
 
 
d) have eternal life 
 
- these Christians have also been given eternal life 
1 John 5:11 And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  
 
 
e) have not denied Jesus Christ 
 
 
- the false teachers were distorting the gospel of Jesus Christ  
- they denied that Jesus came in the flesh and thus they were denying the incarnation 
1 John 4:2-3 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has  
come in the flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This  
is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already.  
 
f) are not under the power of the evil one 
- in 1 John 5:19, John writes about who is in control of the world  
- he says, “the whole world lies in the power of the evil one” 
 
- we know that the world is sinful because the world needs saving and thus Jesus is described as the 
Saviour of the world in 1 John 
1 John 4:14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the 
world.  
 
- in 1 John 5:19, John is teaching that humans, apart from God’s grace, are under the influence of 
Satan  
2 Corinthians 4:3-4 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their 
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 
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light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  
 
- although John says that the world is under the control of the evil one, who is Satan, we must never 
forget that the Lord is ___________________ over all of creation  
- Christian, you are no longer ___________ the authority of Satan but we all live in this sin cursed world 
 
2) (5:20) We Know #2 
(5:20) And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may 
know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and 
eternal life. 
- in 1 John 5:20, John writes again, “we _____________” 
- this time, John highlights six essential ___________ about Jesus Christ  
 
1. Jesus, the Son of God has come  
- John is reminding these Christians of the incarnation of Jesus  
 
 
-however, in error, the false teachers that John is speaking against were denying the incarnation 
1 John 4:1-2 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit 
that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God  
 
2. Jesus gives the Christian understanding  
 
- humanity also remains in ignorance of God and His grace, but by God’s grace, through Jesus  
Christ, a sinner is given the ________________________ of the truth of the gospel 
- what John is teaching is that the Christian is ____________________ of understanding the truths of 
the gospel without the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives  
 
3. Jesus is the truth 
- in 1 John 5:20, John says______ times that Jesus is true  
- John writes “him who is ___________; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He  
is the _____________ God” 
 
 
 
- if a person denies Jesus and _______________ Jesus, they deny and reject the truth of God 
 
4.Jesus is the only source of eternal life 
 
- because of God’s grace through Jesus Christ, one is brought from ________ (judgment) to eternal life 
 
5. Jesus is the Son of God  
- this means that Jesus is _____________ 
 
- because Jesus is God and was without sin, Jesus could be the sinless and _____________ sacrifice 
for sin so that sinners could be reconciled to God  
 
6. Jesus is the Christ 
- Jesus is the ________________, which means that Jesus is the Messiah who would take upon the  
sin of the world so that sinners might be saved  
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- Isaiah 53 prophesizes very clearly about the work of the _______________ 
Isaiah 53:6-7 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned-- every one-- to his own way; and  
the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its  
shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.  
 
 
3) (5:21) We Must Avoid Idolatry  
(5:21) Little children, keep yourselves from idols.  
 
- John calls the ______________ “little children” 
 
- John uses this term of endearment one last time and then___________ them to guard against idols 
 
- the idols that John exhorts these Christians to keep themselves from could be two things:  
1. the idols of the Roman culture that they lived in  
 
2. the idolatry of a false Jesus being preached by the false teachers  
 
 
- John ends 1 John with the command for these Christians to serve and enjoy Jesus Christ as Lord and 
to avoid anything or anyone who would _________ the place of Christ and the true gospel in their lives  
 
 
Application  
1) Do You Have Joy in Belonging to Jesus?  
- in 1 John 5:19-20, we read about the amazing ________________ of belonging to Jesus Christ  
 
a) delivered from the power of the evil one 
-  in 1 John 5:19, the Christian is from God and has been delivered from the power of the evil one  
1 John 5:19 We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.  
 
b) have eternal life 
- in 1 John 5:20, the Christian has been _________________ understanding and will have eternal life  
1 John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we 
may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God 
and eternal life.  
 
c) saved you from bondage 
 
- you were of the darkness, but Jesus brought you into the _________________ 
- you were in the bondage of sin, but Jesus set you free so that you could worship Him and obey Him  
- as 1 John 4:14 says, Jesus is “the Saviour of the _____________” and He has saved you  
 
d) given the Holy Spirit 
- Christian, I hope you are joyful that you have been _________ the Holy Spirit and have understanding  
- God in His grace has taught you by the Holy Spirit  
- the Holy Spirit is the ultimate _____________________ and guides the Christian in truth 
John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will __________ 
you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.  
 

An idol is anything or 
anyone that we put 
before Jesus Christ. 
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e) fellowship with the creator of the universe 

- you have been __________ with the God who made the heavens and the earth -- Genesis 1  
- you are in __________________ with the God who spoke and all of creation came about  
 
 
f) these benefits can belong to you 
- if you are outside of Jesus Christ and thus you do ______ belong to Him, today is the day to think 
about what Jesus the Christ and the Son of God has done for you  
- while we were all sinners, Jesus lived a perfect life and went to the cross to bear the judgment of God 
in _____________ of sinners  
- do you see that you have sinned against God and deserve His judgment?  
- won’t you look to Jesus and embrace Him and ___________________ His grace so that you too can 
have joy and all the benefits of belonging to Jesus?  
 
2) We Must Keep Ourselves from Idols  
a) a serious command 
- John abruptly ends his book of 1 John with a ______________ command 
for these Christians to keep themselves from idols  
- when we reject the true Son of God who is Jesus the Christ and serve 
other things we commit the sin of idolatry  
 
b) a relevant command 
- this command to avoid ____________ is just as relevant to us as it was to those who received the 
book of 1 John  
- first, because God’s commands do not ______________ and God commands us to avoid idolatry  
and to keep ourselves from the worship of idols (Exodus 20:4-6) 
- second, because the sin of idolatry is much too ___________________  
- an idol is anything or anyone that we put ________________ Jesus Christ  
- John Calvin said, “our hearts are idol factories” 
- what Calvin was saying is that we have many idols that can creep up in our hearts and the  
temptation to ______________ Christ is endless  
 
- for instance, people can worship these idols before Jesus:  
1. a false religion  

2. good works  

3. material idols  

4. relationship idols  

- do you remember what Jesus said in the gospels about putting family before Him? 
Matthew 19:29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or  
children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life.  
 
Dan Akin says this about idols and how they never satisfy:  
“Idols promise but can never deliver, whereas God says Christ both provides and delivers. So guard 
yourselves from idols of power, control, comfort, approval, position, applause, and pleasure. Your  
heart will never be satisfied at rest with any of these little false gods.” 
 
- only Jesus will ________________ and we see this all throughout the Book of 1 John, so seek Jesus 
first and be satisfied in His amazing grace  

When we reject 
the true Son of 
God who is Jesus 
the Christ and 
serve other things 
we commit the sin 
of idolatry. 
 


