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Prayer Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the FOYER: 
- assistive hearing devices are available (ask an usher)   

 
 

On the Calendar: 
Dec 22 (Mon) more decorating for Christmas Eve - contact Emma P 
Cancelled - Dec 22 (Mon) @ 5:30pm Caroling Around Dryden 
Dec 24 @ 7:00pm Christmas Eve Service – invite family and friends 
Dec 28 - Guest Speaker: Luke Egli  Jeroboam's Jeweled Bovine: 1 Kings 12:25-33 
Jan 02 @ 7:00pm Fired Up Friday 
Jan 03 @ 10:30am Sonshine Saturday 
Jan 04 - Guest Speaker: Steve Cooper – The Joy of the Lord,   luncheon 
Jan 11 - Pastor Adam is back, communion, benevolent collection 

  December 21, 2025 

, 2025 
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Pray for these works of the church. 



3 
 
 

  

available 

available 



4 

The TRUE Joy of Christmas: Matthew 2:1-12  
Pastor Adam Hall • DFBC • Dec 21, 2025 

 

Introduction 
a) Christmas movies have joy 
 
 
b) Joy in the story of the first Christmas 
- when the Magi encountered Jesus, they were joyful with a ______ exceeding joy (my translation) 
- this is being exceedingly _____________ at being in the presence of the living God who saves sinners 
and rules over humanity  
 
 
c) Review: Matthew chapter 1 
- the gospel of Matthew starts with a genealogy of Jesus, which is a __________ tree   
 
- the purpose of recording the family tree is so that the Jews would see that Jesus is  the _____________ 
as was prophesied  
 
- in Matthew 1:18-25, Matthew records the announcement of the birth of Jesus 
- the birth of Jesus ____________the prophecy of Isaiah when he writes: 
Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  
 
d) The birth of Jeus 
 
 
1) (2:1-2) Where is the King of the Jews? 
(2:1) Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men 
from the east came to Jerusalem,   
  
a) Jesus is the Messiah and God   
 
b) Herod the king   
 
c) Wise men from the east  
- the ESV translates the Greek word “magi” as wise men 
  
- the real identity of these wise men is not as important as seeing that they are non-Jewish men of status 
and are coming to worship the lowly, _____________ Lord Jesus  
- this ____________ the Old Testament passages that speak about foreign nations coming to the Lord in 
the days of the Messiah  
Psalm 22:27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the 
nations shall worship before you.  
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(2:2) saying, "Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and 
have come to worship him."  
d) Following His star 
  
 
- these wise men come to worship this baby who is born king of the Jews  
  
 
2) (2:3-8) Wicked Herod  
(2:3) When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him;  
a) Herod is paranoid and ruthless  
 
 
b) Herod wants to be exalted  
 
 
(2:4) and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ 
was to be born.  
c) Herod wants to know where the Christ is 
 
 
(2:5) They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:  
d) the scriptures tell of the birthplace 
 
 
- the _____________ of Jesus is written about by the prophet Micah, which Matthew quotes in Matthew 
2:6 
- throughout Matthew, the apostle seeks to ___________ that Jesus fulfills the Old Testament and thus 
He is the Christ  
 
(2:6) "'And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 
from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.'"  
e) the scriptures tell of the coming Messiah  
 
  
Micah 5:1-5 Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; siege is laid against us; with a rod they strike 
the judge of Israel on the cheek. 2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the 
clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is 
from of old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor 
has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and 
shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they 
shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 5 And he shall be their peace. 
When the Assyrian comes into our land and treads in our palaces, then we will raise against him seven 
shepherds and eight princes of men;  
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- the prophet Micah preached to the Southern Kingdom of Judah 
- he preached during a very challenging time in the life of Judah  
 
 
- during this tumultuous time in Judah, the Lord _______________ Israel that a Messiah will come who 
is from ancient days and He will rule and be a shepherd  
- Micah 5 clearly points us to the Lord Jesus Christ  
 
 
 
(2:7) Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had 
appeared. 
f) Herod really wants to know 
 
 
(2:8) And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have 
found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him."  
g) Herod is deceptive 
 
 
3) (2:9-12) Wise Men Worship  
(2:9) After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it 
rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was.  
a) listening… to find Jesus 
 
 
 
(2:10) When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  
b) rejoicing 
 
- literally this reads, “they rejoiced with great exceeding joy” 
 
 
 
(2:11) And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.   
c) worshipping the newborn King 
- the first reaction that the wise men had towards Jesus was _____________ 
 
 
(2:12) And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by 
another way.  
d) obeying the Lord 
- the wise men are _______________ in a dream, this is likely by an angel  
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- the wise men are just like Joseph; they ____________ the Lord and do what He says  
Application 
1) Trust in the Good Shepherd  
a) the Messiah is the good shepherd in Micah 
- earlier I read from Micah and I Micah 5:2, 4, we hear about the Messiah who is from ancient times, 
who will rule in Israel, and He will also be a _______________  
Micah 5:2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient 
days.  
Micah 5:4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the 
name of the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the 
earth.  
 
 
 
b) Jesus is the Good Shepherd in John 10 
- also, Jesus speaks about how ______ is the Good Shepherd in John 10 
John 10:11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  
John 10:15 and I lay down my life for the sheep.  
 
 
 
c) the Good Shepherd cares for His own 
- if you do not know the Lord Jesus and are not living for Him, today is that day to see that you 
___________ a good shepherd over your life  
- because of your sin you are ________________ and separated from God  
- today, your greatest need is Jesus Christ and His grace 
- won’t you __________________ from your sin and trust the Lord Jesus, the Good Shepherd, and His 
amazing work accomplished on the _______________ for you? 
 
2) Worship Christ by Living for Him  
a) Is your claim to be a worshipper true or false? 
- in Matthew 2:1-12, two groups of people claim that they want to worship Jesus  
- the Magi came and worshipped the Lord and _________________ Jesus  
- and Herod claimed that he wanted to worship Jesus too, but he was a ________ and phoney  
 
 
- which type of person are you? Are you phoney or authentic Christian?  
 
b) Will you follow the example of others who worshipped Jesus? 
i) the wise men 
 
ii) the disciples 
- Jesus is worshipped by the disciples after they see Him perform miracles 
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Matthew 14:33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."  
 
iii) the women 
- Jesus is also worshipped by the women at His resurrection 
 
Matthew 28:9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!" And they came up and took hold of 
his feet and worshiped him. 
 
c) Sadly, some will doubt 
 
Matthew 28:17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 
 
 
d) Will you worship Christ with your whole life? 
- Christian, worship the Lord not just with your words, but also with your ________ 
 
Romans 12:1-2 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 
 
3) Jesus Brings True and Eternal Joy  
a) are you devoted to worshipping Jesus? 
- Matthew 2:1-12 offers a negative example in Herod but, in contrast we have the amazing example of 
the wise men and how they responded to Jesus with ___________________ and adoration  
- the wise men travelled a long _______ to see Jesus  
- and when they found Jesus they were filled with a great and exceeding _______ 
 
b) Do you have joy because you have been declared righteous? 
 
- you see this earthly happiness in all the Christmas ______________ 
- but this is NOT the ____________ and eternal joy of Jesus  
- the joy in the Bible refers to being made right with God and being declared _________________in the 
sight of God 
- this joy comes from realizing that we have sinned against __________ and we deserve judgment, but 
God has not treated us as we deserve 
 
c) Are you looking to Jesus this season? 
 
 
- I hope we can declare our ____________to Christ this Christmas, just as Mary did when she learned 
that _____________ was coming into the world    
Luke 1:46-47 And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  


