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Introduction 

-  have any of you ever met a real-life snake-oil 
salesman? 
- you know the type—big smile, bigger promises, 
and a bottle full of nothing? 
- a “snake oil” salesman is a person who is selling 
you something that is fake and does not work 
- have you ever heard of the story of the first 
“snake oil” salesman? 

 
In the 1890s, a flamboyant cowboy named 

Clark Stanley billed himself as “The Rattlesnake King.” 
He would stride onto stages across America, grab a live 
rattlesnake from a sack, slit it open in front of cheering 
crowds, and boil it while the audience watched. He 
skimmed off the fat, bottled it on the spot, and sold 
“Clark Stanley’s Snake Oil Liniment” for fifty cents a 
bottle, promising it would cure everything—arthritis, 
sore throats, even frostbite. People bought it by the 
thousands, desperate for relief.  

Years later, in 1916, government chemists 
finally tested the famous miracle cure. They found no 
snake oil at all—just mineral oil, turpentine, and a 
pinch of red pepper to make it burn so you’d think it 
was working. The great Rattlesnake King had been 
selling an empty promise in a fancy bottle, and the 
name “snake oil” became forever synonymous with 
fraud. 
 

- in 2 John, John is dealing with a more 
dangerous type of “snake oil” salesman 
- he is dealing with a group of false teachers who 
were distorting Jesus and His message of grace  
- these false teachers were denying that Jesus 
came in the flesh and thus they were denying 
the purpose of the incarnation of Jesus  
- they were preaching a false Jesus and thus a 
saviour who could not save 
 
- but these false teachers were not silent, they 
were going out into the world and preaching this 
false Jesus  
- these false teachers were also looking for 
finances to keep their operations going  

- but these false teachers were not preaching 
Jesus or the gospel and thus they were 
preaching a “snake oil” gospel that does not save 
or give joy  
- John exhorts the church, they should never 
support these false teachers with anything  
 
- in 2 John 1:1-3, the elder, who is John, the 
beloved disciple of Jesus, addresses this book to 
the elect lady  
- the elect lady is a term to describe a local body 
of believers who are loved and chosen by the 
Lord 
- John reminds these Christians about the truth 
of Jesus that abides with them now and forever 
- John sends grace, mercy and love to these 
Christians 
 
- in 2 John 1:4-6, John deals with the first theme 
in his letter, which is “walking in truth and love” 
- in 2 John 1:4, John rejoices that these 
Christians are walking in the truth  
- this means that these Christians were changed 
by the grace of Jesus and embraced Jesus Christ 
as their Lord and Saviour  
- because of God’s grace in their life, they 
walked in obedience to Jesus Christ and thus 
they walked in truth 
- in 2 John 1:5-6, John commands to walk in the 
love and exhorts them to “love one another” 
- in 2 John 1:7-13, John deals with the topic of 
guarding the truth of Jesus Christ and His 
message of grace  
 
- today, we have three points 
1) (1:7-9) Deceivers Will Come  
2) (1:10-11) Don’t Show Hospitality  
3) (1:12-13) Don’t Want to Write  
 
1) (1:7-9) Deceivers Will Come  
(1:7) For many deceivers have gone out into 

the world, those who do not confess the 
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coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a 
one is the deceiver and the antichrist. 
- John uses the word “for” and this reminds us of 
what John has said in 2 John 1:6 
2 John 1:6 And this is love, that we walk 
according to his commandments; this is the 
commandment, just as you have heard from the 
beginning, so that you should walk in it.  

 
- John exhorts these Christians to be obedient to 
the command to love the fellow believer 
- then John gives the rationale in verse 7, “for 
many deceivers have gone into the world” 
 
- the Christian is to walk in love even in the midst 
of the deceivers in the world  
- the word “deceivers” refers to people who act 
in a misleading way, in order to lead people 
astray from Jesus Christ  
- but these “deceivers” are not private in their 
false teachings about Jesus Christ 
- they go “out into the world” which suggests 
that they are evangelistic in their false teaching  
- these false teachers John refers to are like 
those people who show up at your door, trying 
to convince you that Jesus is not God  
 
- the false teachers called out in 2 John, were 
denying that Jesus came “in the flesh”  
- the false teaching that John addresses in 2 John 
is the same false teaching that he addressed in 1 
John  
- these false teachers were denying that Jesus 
became flesh and thus they were denying the 
incarnation 
 - this false teaching denied that Jesus was fully 
man  
- if Jesus was not fully man, then He could not be 
that perfect and sinless sacrifice on the cross for 
sinners  
 
- do you see what John calls these false 
teachers?  

- he says they are deceivers – they are leading 
people astray from the true Jesus  
- but John also calls them “antichrists” – which 
means they are truly against Christ  
- John also calls the false teachers in 1 John 
“antichrists” 
1 John 2:22 Who is the liar but he who denies 
that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he 
who denies the Father and the Son.  
1 John 4:3 and every spirit that does not confess 
Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now 
is in the world already.  

 
- when a person rejects the true Jesus and then 
teaches beliefs that are against the person and 
work of the Biblical Jesus, then they are an 
antichrist 
- this means that this person is opposed to Jesus 
and thus, they are an enemy of Jesus  
 
(1:8) Watch yourselves, so that you may not 

lose what we have worked for, but may win a 
full reward.  
- John exhorts these Christians to “watch 
themselves” 
- the false teachers are deceivers, antichrists and 
are teaching a false Jesus; these false teachers 
were dangerous  
- these false teachers were dangerous because 
their teaching was leading people away from the 
truth, joy and salvation of Jesus Christ  
 
- John was deeply concerned for these Christians 
that they would remain in the truth and 
continue in their faith in Christ  
- John warned them repeatedly because he did 
not want them to lose what they have worked 
for and forfeit their full reward  
- John wants them to persevere with the Lord 
Jesus so that they might not lose their rewards in 
heaven  
- John wanted them to hear from their Lord, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant!”  (Luke 
19:17) 
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(1:9) Everyone who goes on ahead and does 

not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not 
have God. Whoever abides in the teaching 
has both the Father and the Son.  
- John warns these Christians that if they were to 
go on ahead and did not remain in the teachings 
of Jesus, they would not have God  
- John is warning about whoever might add to 
the teachings of Jesus or those who take away 
from the teachings of Jesus  
- for instance, these false teachers were taking 
away from Jesus by saying that God (in Jesus) did 
not assume a full human body 
- to deny the truth that Jesus was fully man (the 
doctrine of the incarnation) is to reject that 
Jesus is the Son of God (and thus Jesus is God) 
and this is an act of rebellion against God the 
Father   
 
- but if anyone remains in Jesus, believing that 
Jesus is fully God and fully man, then one has the 
Father and the Son  
 
- a Christian is a person who remains in Jesus 
- this is a source of joy for the believer in Jesus, 
because a Christian has fellowship with God 
- this means that you trust Jesus and your life is 
committed to Jesus  
- if you are a Christian, you belong to God the 
Father and the Son 
- if you know Jesus, you have fellowship with 
God and you have union with God  
 
- in 2 John 1:9, John is reminding us of what he 
recorded Jesus saying in John 15  
- Jesus says that He is the vine and we must 
remain in Jesus 
- if we are in Jesus, then we also belong to the 
Father  
 
- in 2 John 1:9, we are also reminded that the 
only way we can know God the Father is through 
Jesus Christ  

- there are many religions out there that teach 
people how they can please God  
- but they are all wrong because they neglect the 
only way to God and that is through Jesus Christ  
- hear what Paul says about how we can know 
God, through Jesus Christ, in 1 Timothy  
1 Timothy 2:5-6 For there is one God, and there 
is one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for 
all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.  

 
- when a person rejects Jesus, they reject God  
- when a person receives Jesus as their personal 
Lord and saviour, they enter into a relationship 
with God 
 
2) (1:10-11) Don’t Show Hospitality  
(1:10) If anyone comes to you and does not 

bring this teaching, do not receive him into 
your house or give him any greeting,  
- John now exhorts these Christians again with a 
scenario of a preacher, or teacher, who does not 
bring the true teaching of Jesus and His gospel  
- they are exhorted to do two things with these 
false teachers  
 
1) do not receive the false teacher in your house  
- some might find the idea of rejecting 
hospitality to someone as unloving 
- but John exhorts these Christians not to show 
hospitality to a person who has rejected Jesus’ 
teaching  
- John writes that walking in love and truth 
means that you stand against false teachings 
about Jesus and show love to the world by not 
supporting these false teachers who lead people 
astray  
- John is not saying that you cannot have 
someone over who comes to your door to teach 
them the truth about Jesus  
- John is saying that we should never financially 
support a false teacher who is preaching a false 
Jesus  
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2) do not give the false teacher any greeting  
- also, we ought not greet these false teachers  
- this means we are not to give any 
encouragement to these false teachers in their 
teaching or give endorsement of these false 
teachers  
 
- instead, we ought to correct and encourage 
them with the truth of Jesus, in love  
- we are called to speak the truth in love to those 
who are led astray into false teaching 
 
(1:11) for whoever greets him takes part in 

his wicked works.  
- John warns the church that if they greet and 
support these false teachers, then they are 
partaking in their wicked works  
- we are reminded of the danger of endorsing 
people who preach a false gospel  
 
- the false teachers that John is referring to are 
not people who disagree with you on minor 
theological issues  
- John is addressing those who are teaching a 
false Jesus and are rejecting His gospel 
- Christian, you ought to avoid those who peddle 
a false Jesus 
 
3) (1:12-13) Don’t Want to Write  
(1:12) Though I have much to write to you, I 

would rather not use paper and ink. Instead I 
hope to come to you and talk face to face, so 
that our joy may be complete.  
- in 2 John 1:12, we see the affection that John 
has for this church  
- John could write more, but he would rather be 
with them 
- John wants to talk to them face to face so that 
they can be encouraged and grow  
- the result of fellowship together is that there 
will be complete joy  
 
(1:13) The children of your elect sister greet 

you.  

- John sends greetings from the church that he is 
with right now  
- although we can easily gloss over this verse, 
there are two truths we can learn from it 
1. first, we see the unity of the body of Christ 
- this sister church greets this church, and they 
are called sisters, which means that they are 
family  
- no church should be a lone wolf in the world; 
we ought to associate and be connected with 
other churches  
2. second, this church is also called “elect” 

which reminds us of the amazing grace of 
God to the church  

- the Lord chooses, calls and saves His church 
- a church can only be a church by God’s amazing 
grace and love through Jesus Christ  
- Jesus Christ died for His church taking upon 
their sin, so that they could be free from the 
punishment of sin 
 
Application  
1) Know and Grow in the Truth of Jesus  
- Christian, let us grow in the knowledge of Jesus 
and His amazing grace  
 
- the false teachers were denying that Jesus 
came in the flesh (2 John 1:7) 
- these false teachers were distorting not only 
the historic fact of the incarnation, but they 
were also distorting the essence of the gospel  
- when an individual denies the incarnation of 
Jesus (the Word became flesh- John 1:14) they 
are denying the historical truth about Jesus  
 
 
- we see the importance of Jesus being born of a 
virgin (the incarnation) in the gospel of Matthew  
Matthew 1:20-21 But as he considered these 
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do 
not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will 
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bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for 
he will save his people from their sins."  

 
- God assumed human nature in the person of 
Jesus Christ and thus Jesus was fully God and 
fully man 
- because Jesus was fully God and fully man, he 
was able to be a perfect and sinless sacrifice for 
sinners on the cross  
- Jesus had to be fully God so that He could live a 
sinless and perfect life and thus be the one and 
only sacrifice for humanity  
- Jesus had to be fully man so that He could 
suffer on the cross for sinners  
- Christian, because of the work of Jesus, your 
sins are forgiven and you have the righteousness 
of Christ  
- this is all because Jesus assumed human 
nature, living a perfect life and dying on the 
cross for you 
 
- when the false teachers denied that Jesus came 
in the flesh, they were seeking to destroy the 
only hope for humanity 
- these false teachers were disregarding that 
Jesus came to save His people from their sins  
 
- Christian, be reminded of the wonderful grace 
of Jesus again 
- Jesus cancelled the debt of our sin on the cross  
- Christian, your sins are wiped away forever! 
Praise the Lord  
- in Colossians 2:13, Paul declares that for the 
Christian, all sins are forgiven 
- then Paul explains how Jesus did this in 
Colossians 2:14 
Colossians 2:14 by canceling the record of debt 
that stood against us with its legal demands. This 
he set aside, nailing it to the cross.  

 
- Christian, it is very important that you daily 
remind yourself of the work of Christ 
accomplished on the cross!  

- Christian, cherish Jesus and His amazing work 
accomplished for you!  
 
- Jerry Bridges, in his book called “Transforming 
Grace”, gives us three good reasons why 
Christians should always remind themselves of 
Jesus and His amazing grace  
1. You preach the gospel to yourself daily because 

you never outgrow your need for Christ’s finished 
work (we still sin) 

2. You preach the gospel to yourself daily, to remind 
yourself that your standing with God is always 
grounded in Jesus’ righteousness, not your 
performance (the gospel of Jesus keeps us humble) 

3. You preach the gospel to yourself daily, because 
Christ’s work fuels humility, gratitude, holiness, 
and assurance (Amen) 

 

- how do we know and grow in Jesus? By 
continuing to encourage our hearts with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ! 
- Christian, keep Jesus and His good news close 
to your heart  
 
2) Guard the Truth of Jesus  
- John mentions two other times that there are 
deceivers and anti-christs in the world (1 John 
2:18; 4:1) 
1 John 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, 
but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, for many false prophets have gone out into 
the world.  

 
- Peter also warns us that false prophets have 
come into the world  
2 Peter 2:1 But false prophets also arose among 
the people, just as there will be false teachers 
among you, who will secretly bring in destructive 
heresies, even denying the Master who bought 
them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction.  

 
- Jesus also warned us that there will be people 
who come around and try and deceive us  
Mark 13:22-23 For false christs and false 
prophets will arise and perform signs and 
wonders, to lead astray, if possible, the elect. 23 
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But be on guard; I have told you all things 
beforehand.  

 
- John Macarthur said this about protecting the 
message of Jesus:  
“The greatest threat to the church is not 
persecution from the world, but false teachers 
within the church.” 
 
- now, some think that testing the spirits and 
discerning error in the church is a negative and 
divisive thing to do  
- but this statement completely goes against 
most of the New Testament  
- John warns us, Peter warns us and then our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ warns us to watch 
out for false teachers  
- Christian, be on guard and watch out for those 
who seek to distort Jesus Christ 
 
- when I was thin0king about this message, I 
remembered something that happened when I 
was collecting sports cards years0 ago 
- in the late 80s, people we0re reprinting 
expensive sports cards and selling them to 
unsuspecting card collectors  
- there were fake Wayne Gretzky rookie cards 
out there and they were getting traded and sold  
- I remember the local hockey card enthusiast 
telling us to watch out for counterfeit hockey 
cards and then he showed us how to find the 
fraudulent cards  
- in order to detect the fake cards, one must 
know how the real cards looked  
 
- in the same way, the best way to guard 
yourself against a false Jesus and gospel is to 
know Jesus and His grace found in the Word of 
God  
- John Owen said this about protecting the truth 
of Jesus Christ “Error spreads quickly when the 
truth is not loved” 
- Christian, we guard the truth by growing in our 
knowledge of Jesus and His message of grace  

- let us also, love the truth of Jesus, so that we 
can guard against the false teachers who distort 
Jesus  
 
3) Reject Those Who Preach a False Jesus  
- in 2 John 1:10-11, John gives instruction to the 
believers about false teachers who are distorting 
Jesus and His message of grace, they are not to: 
1) welcome the false teacher into their house 
2) give the false teacher any greeting  
 
- this means that we do not offer support or 
encouragement to anyone who is not preaching 
the truth  
- the church must analyse all those whom we 
support and discern if they not only believe in 
the Jesus of the Bible, but also if they must 
preach Jesus and His gospel 
- we use this discernment so we can have 
confidence those we are supporting are not 
teaching a false Jesus and leading people away 
from the truth 
 
- we ought to try and share with false teachers 
the truth of Jesus Christ  
- but we are not to financially support or 
endorse false teachers  
 
- just because we are commanded not to 
support false teachers, it does not mean that we 
do not pray for these people who preaching a 
false Jesus  
- we ought to pray for those whom we know are 
distorting Jesus that they would be brought to 
repentance and come to know the true Jesus  
 
- Christian, Jesus Christ has saved you, therefore, 
rest in Jesus Christ and be joyful 
- but you are also commanded to guard the truth 
of Jesus and stand firm for Him  


